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If you would, please turn in your Bibles to Luke chapter 1.

We’re in week four of our series on the Apostles’ Creed. If you have missed a week you can go to the church website and listen to the message you missed.

I don’t want to repeat the entire series, but what we’ve said each week is that the Apostles’ Creed, over the centuries, has been used by the church really for two primary reasons. 

One, it has been used to correct error. Secondly, it has been used as a tool in the spiritual formation of God’s people.

As we walk through the creed you can see where people have historically made some errors and some false assumptions about the nature and character of God.

You can also see how God is shaping and molding us to understand Him more clearly for our own joy and for His glory.

Listen! It’s important you understand this. This correction and this formation takes place in what we as Christians would understand as a Genesis 3 world. 

In Genesis chapters 1 and 2 you see the creation narrative. God creates everything, and when he creates it, it’s good. He creates and it was good. He creates and it was good. He creates and it was very good.

You get this picture of the universe having a kind of rhythmic peace to it, a real beauty where God’s glory is seen, and where man and woman are live, flourishing in harmony. 

But then in Genesis 3, sin enters the world through the rebellion of Adam and Eve, and that fractures the cosmos. 

What I mean by this is that there is nothing created that has not been touched by the sin which entered into the creative order.

Now our experience in this Genesis 3 world is one where we experience brokenness. We experience loss. We suffer. 

Many question God, simply because the brokenness around us pushes us in that direction. 

The truth is, nobody gets out of a Genesis 3 world unscathed. And we have all experienced either the kind of loss or a situation that has left us somewhat shaken in our confidence in our faith.

It is in this Genesis 3 mess that the creed, derived from the Word of God, really begins to shape and mold us and correct us.

It points us to what is true and what is right and what is good about the Creator of the universe. 

With that said, we have been reciting together the creed each week. So, of you would, let’s and read it together.

“I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended to hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and sits on the right hand of the Father Almighty, from whence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting, amen.”  Praise God. Thank you.

The next part of the creed that we are going to be looking at this morning is actually a phrase that is attached to last week’s phrase. 

Last week, we saw that Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the King, the only Son of God, unique in that he is co-eternal with the Father. He has always been. He will always be. He is our Lord, our Savior. He alone can rescue us from the real trouble that is in our hearts. Only He can do that as our Savior.

Now today, we learn more about Jesus in the next phrase. He [that is Jesus] was conceived by the Holy Spirit through the Virgin Mary. 

At this point in the creed, you have the Godhead all present and active. 

You have God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, doing what C.S. Lewis called “the dance.” 

In out text this morning you will see in the Godhead this beautiful dance within Himself, three distinct persons yet one God, bringing about the glory of God and our good and our joy. 

We find a God who is an initiating God and a God for whom nothing is impossible.

Luke 1 is a very well-known passage in the Bible. Starting in verse 26 we find what might be called the Christmas story.

So, let’s pick up here in Luke 1:26: “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from…” Who? “…God [the Father] to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 

29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 

30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 

32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” Now, that’s a legitimate question if I ever heard one.

35 And the angel answered her, [God] “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 

36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.” 

Now it’s important to know that one of the reasons I started our time together with explaining a Genesis 3 world is that the invasion of the Godhead in Luke 1 is an invasion into a Genesis 3, broken world. 

Let me unpack that. Everyone knows something is wrong. There is something wrong with this world we live in, with humankind, with me. 

It doesn’t matter your philosophy or belief system. It doesn’t matter your religion or background. There is a longing in all humans that can’t seem to be quenched.

There is a gnawing in all of us for greater beauty, for greater experience, for depth of life we feel like we can’t seem to get to. 

Everybody knows something is broken with us, and we’re eager to fix it. 

Just walking into any large book store like Barnes & Noble over in Ontario. After ordering your $9 coffee, your caramel frappe with extra espresso or whatever, take a look around.

What do you think is the largest section of books in the store, any bookstore is… What? Self-help.

What is self-help except, “Hey, I know what is wrong with you. For $29.95, I’ll help you solve it.” 

With this book we can fix your financial problems, you relational problems, or your emotional or physical health issues.

While some of these books can be helpful they have a limit to what they can accomplish because what’s really wrong with you and what’s really wrong with mw, according to the Bible, it is not our finances or our relationships or our physical bodies.

Now, those might be symptomatic, but they’re not the disease. They’re symptoms of a greater disorder within us. The Bible calls that disorder sin. 

Sin can be an outright rejection of how God designed the universe to work. “I don’t care what he says. I don’t care how he designed it to work. I’m the king. I want what I want, and I’m going to get what I want.” 

We reject the biblical narrative, and we embrace the false promises of the –isms of our day. Materialism, individualism… These are bankrupt pursuits.

Some of us sin not that way but by using religion (works) to not need God. “I don’t need God. I have Sunday school and worship service.” 

You’ve learned to play the game. You know where to sit, what to say. 

You’ve picked up Christian language and suffer from a terrible case of fine-itis. “How are you?” “I’m fine. I’m blessed, brother. Thank you.”

In reality, your heart is far from the Lord. The benefits of being in Christ seem to escape you. There’s no real relationship there. 

It’s a funny thing to think you can sin against a holy God with a bunch of church stuff.

Yet, it seems to be this place where people get into rote, empty religion that God tends to speak most aggressively. 

Here’s what God says through the prophet Isaiah to the people of God in Isaiah 1:11: ‘What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?’ says the Lord. ‘I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of wellfed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.’
This is confusing because this is a sacrificial system that God himself instituted. God himself says, “This is the sacrificial system,” and his people say, “Let’s do that sacrificial system.” 

But then God says, “I hate this system! Do you think I desire bulls and goats and the blood and fat of well-fed beasts?”

Listen to what God says through the prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 31:33: “‘For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel [the people of God] after those days,’ declares the Lord. 
‘I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.’”

What God is after is not external, rote religion. That’s not what he’s after. He wants our hearts. 

The God of the Bible, the triune God of the universe, God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, three in one. He’s after the hearts of men and women. 

He doesn’t want just mere action, but heart-driving action—from the inside out.

He wants, in his delight and love for us, for us to be moved to love and delight in him. 

The moral transformation that occurs in our hearts occurs because of his great love for us, not our great discipline to try to earn his love. 

Those are wildly different ideas, to earn the love of one rather than to be freely given love. That’s a night-and-day difference.

This is the mess we’re in, that we’re broken and sinful. Even if we just try to be religious, we can mess that up too. 

You’re just trying to be good, and you’re just messing it up even worse, like a 2-year-old trying to clean up a mess. They just smear it and get it down into the cracks and make it harder for you.

Eventually you’re going to have to step in and mop up the floor. 

What we see here now is the Godhead, back in our Luke 1 text, beginning to enter this space. 

In fact, let’s look at it together. Look at verse 26 of Luke 1. “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth…”

You have Gabriel being sent from God, that’s God the Father. God the Father sent Gabriel to have the conversation with Mary. 

Mary has some legitimate questions. Then here’s the answer in verse 35. 

Verse 35: “And the angel answered her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.’” 

Follow me here. You have God the Father sending God the Son, and God the Son being conceived in Mary by God the Holy Spirit, and all of this is a type of divine invasion. 

It is our God, the God of the Bible, showing that one of the attributes of the Godhead is he is a God of initiation. He is a God who takes the initiative.

At our rebellion against him, either through irreligion or a religion of works, God’s response to that is not to lean away but to lean in. 

God sends, Jesus comes, the Holy Spirit conceives and empowers. God is an initiating God. This is phenomenal news. 
God has not abandoned us in our mess. He leans in. He takes initiative. 

God reaches into the muck and the mire, with clean and holy hands, and pulls us out. 

The triune God is dancing for the salvation of mankind. 

I want you to see that not only is our God an initiating God, but I want you to see that there is nothing impossible for God.

Look now in verse 31: “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

Skip down to verse 34: “And Mary said to the angel, ‘How will this be, since I am a virgin?’”

Throughout the Old Testament, you see the Holy Spirit of God opening the wombs of infertile women. 

You see it in Abraham’s line. You see it in Hannah. You see it Elizabeth and you see it throughout. 

Although that is miraculous, it’s not impossible. A woman who has a husband whom she is enjoying as a husband can get pregnant, even later than she wanted to. 

We all know someone who was about ready to become an empty nester only to find themselves redoing the nursery. 

It’s miraculous but not impossible. But, what we just read, is absurd. 

“Oh, I see. How far along are you?” “Eight months.” “Oh, that’s awesome. Boy or girl?” “Boy.” “Who’s the dad?”

“The Holy Spirit. I’ve never been with a man.”

“Yeah, we have one.”

It’s absurd. There is no way this is possible. Mary knows it. Even Mary goes, “Now, what? How? How are you going to accomplish this? 

I’ve never been with a man. How are you going to accomplish this?” 

Just for the record, nobody accidentally gets pregnant without another human being involved.

Yet, that’s exactly what happened. How do we know? Look at verse 37. “For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

Now I said a couple of weeks ago that one of the things you see in our God is he is infinitely powerful and intensely personal. 

Well, in that immense power, you see throughout the Scriptures and really throughout human history that the laws and designs of the universe that very much apply to us simply do not apply to Him because He is the King of all.

The immensity of his power knows no bounds. This is such a small thing for him that it’s hard for us to even get our minds around it. 

This is one of those moments, one of hundreds, where God reveals, “There is nothing that is impossible for me, nothing. I am not constrained by limited resources. 

I am not constrained by rules of natural law. I am not constrained by anything. I am the God, the Creator of all things.”
You see in the Godhead, in this little phrase “…was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary…” a God who initiates toward his rebellious creation and pushes out impossibilities. 

This is amazing news for those who are in Christ. 

Now if we take these truths and plugged it into our grid of symmetry and clarity and community and counsel, then it should really begin to shape us. 

We need to be able to be honest with where our lives are and what we’ve experienced and the difficulties we’ve endured in a Genesis 3 world.

When we talk about symmetry, here’s what I mean by that. 

This is my 3rd pastoral ministry. I think pastoral ministry is very much a front-line kind of first-responder type of life. 

Oftentimes, we show up right after the ambulance. Sometimes, we show up right before the funeral home.

I have experienced with the people of God, many of you even in this room, horrific loss. Some of you have experienced really dark things. 

Some of you have been horribly abused by people who were supposed to protect you and care for you. They didn’t protect you and care for you. 

Now for some of you those wounds have left marks on your soul that are so deep, you’ve been hurt so badly, you have kind of decided to live certain ways because of that wound.

So when I start talking about an initiating God, when I start to talk about a God who overcomes the impossible, it’s just near impossible for you to see through those lenses because from what you’ve been through.

Loved ones have died, and good friends have betrayed. 

There are just these real wounds in our souls, and it makes it hard to believe that the God we worship is an initiating God of love. 

Whe you look around there seems to be evidence against that. 

I’ve prayed this week that today, as we look at this text, while we’re talking about this, the Holy Spirit might do some healing in that place, and that you might see and sense by the power of the Holy Spirit… 

You can’t preach it into being. You can’t manipulate it into being. 

But I pray that the Holy Spirit of God might heal those places in your heart, and you might believe for the first time that God has never been on his heels concerning you, has never been indifferent toward you.

He has leaned in, has stuck his hands into the muck and the mire, and has not abandoned you.

Others of you find yourselves in what feels to be an impossible situation. You feel your heart losing hope. 

Good symmetry is to know that because our God is a God who initiates and because our God is a God who knows nothing of impossibility, God might, in what feels to be to you impossible, encourage your hearts.

God isn’t a genie in a bottle. I’m not telling you that if you rub the lamp, it eventually goes your way. 

I’m saying that the theme of the Bible is that the world is messy, but God is at work in the mess. 

Symmetry is growing confident in there being nothing impossible for God, and God has not abandoned, but he leans in.
What do we need to do on clarity? Here’s the clarity that I’m hopeful that, considering these two things, settles into your heart. 

It’s also why I believe that how you understand how you were saved really matters. 

See, the more you understand that you did not save you but God saved you, the more confident you’ll be in God of your salvation. 

You know you, and you know if you’re involved, there’s a chance you messed it up. But if God saved you, God cannot fail. 

The clarity you and I need if God is a God of initiating love and that God knows nothing of impossibilities is what we see the apostle Paul confess concerning the church at Philippi in Philippians 1:6. 

Here’s what the apostle Paul says: “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”

Our God started this. He initiated it. There’s nothing that is impossible for him, so he will keep us. He will keep us. 

We need that kind of clarity. “He saved me. He will keep me. He initiated this, and nothing is impossible for him. He will hold me.” 

That brings us to community. How should this shape our community? 

One of the narratives in our culture, the day in which we live, is looking for something to be angry, frustrated, and outraged about. Have you noticed that?

How many of you are on Facebook? Then you’ve noticed it. 

We just want to be angry about something. “Can you believe this? Have you looked at that? I can’t believe this. Hashtag this. We’re going to boycott them. I can’t believe that. 

We thrive on pessimism in this day and age. The world is going to end soon! God help us. 

In light of the fact that our God is an initiating God, in light of the fact that there is nothing that is impossible for Him, we should we should be almost annoyingly optimistic!

Shouldn’t we always be the ones who go, “Yeah, but the silver lining is this”? 

I’m not talking about a Pollyanna, weak, spirit sprinkle optimism that’s not rooted in a joy that is birthed out of knowing these things are true. 

No, I’m talking about a deep-rooted joy that understands that nothing is too hard for God. Nothing is impossible for him. 

We believe and trust and know that he is good and gracious because he started this. 

We should be a community of optimists, and we should stand in contrast to the pessimism of the world around us. 

I want you to keep this in mind and not get swept away in outrage and fear. 

Listen! Our God has never panicked. Our God has never worried. He has never wrung his hands. He has never had to gather a huddle of the Trinity to figure out what went wrong and how to fix it. 

That’s not our God. Nothing is out of the control of the King we serve.

I’m saying we mourn with those who mourn. We weep with those who weep. We are a people who are easily heartbroken but not easy to whip into a frenzy over silly things. 

If this is true, we have no reason to be pessimistic. 

Finally, on counsel. How do we counsel ourselves? 

In Psalm 42:5, King David gets into an argument with himself. Has anybody ever been there? 

Psalm 42, starting in verse 5: “Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation…” 

Look at it again, especially the first part of the text. “Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation…” 

You must learn to win the argument with yourself.

If these things are true, if God is an initiating God and God knows nothing of what is impossible, you must learn to win the argument against yourself. 

Inside of every one of us is a weak, whiny, pessimistic, complaining, doubting, fleshly, wicked residue that wants to point out what is not true, to perpetually lie to us, to perpetually point out half-truths and full lies and to confuse.

You see what David does here. He argues with himself, and he argues down that part of him that is that pessimistic, weak… “Why are you downcast, O my soul? Put your hope in God. 

There will be a day again that you praise the God of your salvation. Why are you doing this, heart? Why do you believe this? Why are you buying into this?” He wins the argument with himself.

If these things are true about God, how much more are we able to counsel and love others who find themselves on the dark night of the soul? 

Again, clarification. When people are really in the depths, that’s really not the time to make sure they have a good theological grid or to do a drive-by texting.

Do you know what I’m saying? That’s not the time to come in and just go, “Do you know what? All things work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose, brother. I hate that this horrific tragedy has occurred, but just keep that in mind.”

I feel like I’m a pretty mature Christian, and I would want to put a chokehold on you. 

What do you do, being confident that God is on his throne, that he’s an initiating God, and that nothing is impossible with him when you walk into a room where there is devastation and heartbreak? Are you ready? 

You cry with them. You just be there. Whatever they need, you try to help with. In time, if they ask or long for counsel, then you can give it. 

Brothers, sisters, that’s not the time. Just be there. In our dark night of the soul, it is the people who just come weep with us who the Holy Spirit uses to calm our heart and build our confidence in the Lord. 

It’s the ministry of presence. That ministry of presence is informed by your own confidence in the initiating love of God and the fact that nothing is impossible for him.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We live in a Genesis 3 world. The Apostles’ Creed refreshes our mind and hearts to what is true and what is right and what is good about the character of God.

God leans into the mess and all things are possible with God.

Let’s pray.

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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